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Abstract 

Red meat is an important source of animal protein and bioavailable micronutrients in the Emirate 

of Dubai and is one of the 21 strategic food items named in the United Arab Emirates’ food 

security strategy. Local production is very limited due to the lack of agricultural land and the 

scarcity of fresh water, therefore chilled and frozen red meat and live sheep, goats and cattle are 

imported from many different parts of the world. The aim of this paper is to examine the existing 

red meat supply networks and markets in Dubai and understand the flow of fresh red meat from 

the local markets and the shipment dynamics for imported chilled and frozen red meat under the 

One Health concept. 

Suggested recommendations for actions that could be taken by the Dubai Government to ensure 

an optimal supply of red meat that meets both food and nutrition security and environmental 

requirements in line with Dubai’s commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals. 
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