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Board of trustees
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We present this report for the International Conference on Dialogue
of Civilizations and Tolerance, reflecting the visionary leadership of the
United Arab Emirates. Within these pages, we acknowledge your
efforts in fostering dialogue and tolerance among civilizations, and we
look forward to continuing our collaborative work towards achieving
peace and positive coexistence in our global society.
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PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
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Solidarity and understanding are essential for achieving peaceful coexistence throughout
the world. We pray that our shared human values will guide us towards lasting peace and
stability for all.

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of United Arab Emirates
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VICE PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER OF U.A.E. AND RULER OF DUBAI

Page 5 of 90



ONTED ARRBEMIRATES f'\\>,\ EMIRATES SCHOLAR f:f‘UN AOC O) abu dhabi

\/ Convention & Exhibition Bureau

Sllogl b dispo pllell bl g5 o @by Wiz J500 985 Ui (b cazd Oyl gl
goio0 (o dunlwl dod re) aoludll gU Ujliicl gog .20l Jroo (leo) glasg aoludlg
plaiun Cuuwudo Joel ol doud Jugai) 8)alall 0de JUs Jo e Wi Ul iyl
Wged (e ualb sgoy

p9i50 JI aulsly (4 3000 Al goudl oo
2 P86 - clyjgll gudao gy - AgaJl gy U

Solidarity and understanding are essential for achieving peaceful coexistence throughout
the world. We pray that our shared human values will guide us towards lasting peace and
stability for all.

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice President and Prime Minister of U.A.E and Ruler or Dubai
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The importance of convening the International Conference on Dialogue of Civilisations
and Tolerance (IDCT) Conference, being held from 20th to 22nd February, at a time when
the world is witnessing unfortunate conflicts and events that necessitate boosting
awareness of the urgent need to spread hope and optimism in intercultural
communication.

HE Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan
Minister of Tolerance and Coexistence
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I Our Message

Reflecting on our collective journey through discussions, debates,
and deliberations, | am profoundly moved by the depth of insight
and the breadth of perspectives that have been shared. Our
conference has not merely been a forum for academic exchange;
it has been a beacon of hope, illuminating the path towards a
more enlightened, inclusive, and harmonious world.

The dialogues that have unfolded within this conference have
underscored the indispensable role of education in shaping the
architects of tomorrow. It is through education that we cultivate
the critical thinkers, the innovators, and the peacemakers who
will navigate the complexities of our global civilization. Our
discourse has highlighted that education, in its most expansive
sense, is not confined to the transmission of knowledge; it is the
nurturing of understanding, empathy, and tolerance among the
diverse tapestry of cultures that grace our planet.

In this era of unprecedented challenges, where the fabric of global society is strained by conflict, inequality, and
environmental crisis, the importance of our conference dialogue cannot be overstated. The messages that have emerged
from our sessions underscore the power of collective action and the indomitable spirit of human resilience. They remind
us that, armed with education and mutual respect, there is no adversity too great to overcome.

As we encapsulate our experiences and insights in this final conference report, let us remember that our work does not
end here. The true measure of our success will be seen in the actions we take beyond this conference, in our communities,
institutions, and nations. Let us carry forward the messages of hope, collaboration, and tolerance that have resonated
throughout our discussions, embedding them in the very fabric of our educational endeavors.

To the future generations who will inherit this world, we pledge our commitment to foster an environment where
education transcends boundaries, ignites curiosity, and champions diversity. It is through our collective efforts in
education that we lay the foundation for a world marked by understanding, respect, and peace.

In closing, | extend my heartfelt gratitude to all participants for their invaluable contributions. Together, we have not
only contributed to the discourse on education and global civilization but have also taken a significant step towards the
realization of a more just, equitable, and sustainable world for all.

With optimism for the future and unwavering faith in the power of education, let us continue to be the torchbearers of
progress, enlightenment, and tolerance.

H.E Dr Abdulla Belhaif Alnuaimi

Chairman of Sharjah Consultative Council.
Chancellor of Emirates Scholar Center for Research & Studies
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we have confronted

Throughout this
challenges head-on, seeking common ground and
shared solutions. We have listened intently to diverse
perspectives, recognizing the richness that arises from
our differences. Together, we have celebrated the
beauty of cultural diversity while acknowledging the
imperative of tolerance and mutual respect.

dialogue,

In the spirit of collaboration, we have achieved
significant milestones. We have forged new
partnerships and strengthened existing ones, laying
the groundwork for sustained cooperation in the
pursuit of peace and harmony. We have exchanged
ideas and best practices, enriching our collective
understanding of the complexities inherent in our
globalized world.

By fostering inclusive dialogue and promoting
education, we are building bridges of understanding
that transcend borders and boundaries.

As we depart from this gathering, let us carry forward
the spirit of the International Dialogue of Civilizations
and Tolerance. Let us remain steadfast in our
commitment to building a world where every individual
is valued and respected, regardless of their
background or beliefs. Together, we can overcome
division and strife, embracing our shared humanity
with open hearts and minds.

Dr Firas M. Habbal
President & Vice Chancellor
Emirates Scholar Center for Research & Studies

Convention & Exhibition

This gathering has not only served as a crucible for
robust dialogue and exchange but has also illuminated
the path forward for future generations.

In an era marked by increasing globalization and
interconnectedness, the imperative for fostering
dialogue among civilizations and nurturing tolerance has
never been more pressing. It is through forums like this
conference that we reaffirm our commitment to
embracing diversity, cherishing mutual respect, and
cultivating understanding across cultural divides.

Education and scientific research stand as pillars upon
which the edifice of dialogue and tolerance is built. They
provide us with the tools to dismantle barriers, challenge
prejudices, and forge meaningful connections.

By investing in education and supporting rigorous
research, we equip ourselves and future generations with
the knowledge and skills needed to navigate the
complexities of our multicultural world.

Its our responsibility to carry forward the spirit of
collaboration and enlightenment that has permeated
these halls. Let us champion the cause of dialogue,
tolerance, and peace in our communities, workplaces,
and classrooms. Together, let us strive to build a future
where the bonds of understanding and empathy
transcend the boundaries that divide us.

Dr Fawaz M. Habbal
Director General & Conference President
Emirates Scholar Center for Research & Studies
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About of the Conference:

The International Dialogue of Civilization and Tolerance
Conference will welcome experts from academia,
politics, and other walks of life together to jointly tackle
the questions at the core of the Dialogue of
Civilizations. The conference will give a clear picture of
the many aspects that are involved in a meaningful
dialogue of civilizations. It will show that even for those
who have been much involved in issues of dialogue,
discussions are not always easy, when they touch upon
specific values and norms. It will also show that if there
is agreement among all parties involved that it is better
to talk than to fight each other, dialogue is possible and
leads to new and creative solutions to the common
problems facing mankind. ICDCT will explore the
Dialogue of Civilizations from various perspectives, such
as promoting dialogue among civilizations, lessons
from history, multicultural society and cultural
transformation, perspectives from Asia, universality
versus Particularity? understanding different
civilizations, political aspects of the Dialogue among
civilizations, etc.

Aim of the Conference:

Promoting global peace and understanding: The
conference provides a platform for scholars,
researchers, and practitioners from different regions
of the world to come together and engage in
meaningful dialogue on issues related to intercultural
communication, understanding, and tolerance. This can
help promote global peace and understanding by
fostering greater empathy and respect for different
cultures and perspectives.

Addressing contemporary challenges: In today's
increasingly interconnected world, there are many
contemporary challenges related to intercultural
dialogue and understanding, such as migration,
globalization, and conflicts. The conference provides an
opportunity to explore these issues in depth and
generate innovative solutions and recommendations.

Fostering academic collaboration: The conference
provides a valuable opportunity for academics and
researchers from different regions of the world to
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come together, share their research, and collaborate
on new projects. This can lead to new insights,
partnerships, and opportunities for research funding
and collaboration.

Conference Objectives

1. Promoting dialogue and exchange of ideas among
scholars, researchers, and practitioners from
various disciplines and backgrounds.

2. Facilitating the exploration of key issues related to
intercultural communication, mutual respect, and
tolerance.

3. Providing a platform for the presentation and
discussion of cutting-edge research and innovative
solutions.

4.  Enhancing academic collaboration and networking
opportunities among participants.

5. Recognizing and celebrating scholarly endeavors
that contribute significantly to the advancement
of dialogue and cooperation among civilizations.

6. Inspiring attendees towards professional
development and the pursuit of knowledge
integration within educational curricula.

7. Encouraging the publication and dissemination of
research outcomes in relevant academic journals
and forums.

8.  Contributing to the promotion of global peace,
understanding, and the harmonious coexistence of
diverse cultures and civilizations.

Particpants Countries:
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I Committees

Higher Committee

Dr Fawaz Habbal - Conference President
Director General of Emirates Scholar Center for
Research & Studies

Dr Firas Habbal
President & Vice Chancellor of Emirates Scholar
Center for Research & Studies

Nihal Saad
Director,
United Nations Alliance of Civilizations

Dr Raidan Alsaqqaf
UN Resident Office - United Arab Emirates

Khalid Al Ali
Board Member of Emirates Scholar Center for
Research & Studies

Ali Alabdulla
Board Member of Emirates Scholar Center for
Research & Studies

Abdulla Al Zaabi
Board Member of Emirates Scholar Center for
Research & Studies

May Salah Ennaba
Minister Office
Ministry Of Tolerance & Coexistance

Local Committee \

Dr Marwan Al Najjar
MEDIA & PR, Board Member of Emirates Scholar
Center for Research & Studies

Donia Amr
Executive Office - Emirates Scholar Center for
Research & Studies

Israr Ahmad
Technical Manager - Emirates Scholar Center for
Research & Studies

Sherra Grace
Editorial office - Emirates Scholar Center for
Research & Studies

International Committee \

Dr. Mohamed Elsanousi
Executive Director of The Network for Religious and
Traditional Peacemakers

Dr. Daniel Range
Assistant Professor of Coventry University

Anna Pavlyuchenko
Institutional and Member States Relations Advisor
United Nations Allicance of Civilizations

Sarmad Khan
Founder and Managing Director of Telos Futures
Inc.




I Achievements

CONFERENCE ATTENDEES

Bl Field Experts
I Government Officials
B8 Academics & Students

Business & Delegates

1230

International
Delegates

907

Local
Delegates

477

Government Officials

760

Field Experts

INITED ARAB EMIRATES %A EMIRATES SCHOLAR
MINISTRY OF TOLERANCE & COEXISTENCE

42

COUNTRIES

408

Business Delegates
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2100+

Number of conference attendees
from more than 42 countries
around the world

490

Academics & Students

CONFERENCE SCIENTIFIC & MEDIA CONTRIBUTION

270

ABSTRACTS

80

SPEAKERS

20

PLENARY SESSIONS

220

PRESS RELEASES

PRESENTATIONS
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I Outcomes & Recommendations

Recommendations:

Integrate intercultural education into school
curricula at all levels, emphasizing the importance
of understanding and respecting diverse cultures
from an early age.

Promote interdisciplinary research initiatives that
explore innovative educational approaches for
fostering dialogue and tolerance among young
people, incorporating insights from psychology,
sociology, and education studies.

Establish mentorship programs that pair young
students with experienced educators and
researchers, providing opportunities for
mentorship, guidance, and collaboration on
intercultural projects.

Invest in the development and dissemination of
educational resources, such as online courses,
multimedia materials, and interactive platforms,
that facilitate cross-cultural learning experiences
and promote empathy and understanding.

Encourage the use of technology and digital tools
in education to create immersive learning
environments that expose students to diverse
perspectives and cultures from around the world.

Support initiatives that promote student exchange
programs, cultural exchanges, and collaborative
research projects across international borders,
fostering cross-cultural dialogue and cooperation.

Provide funding and resources for research
projects that investigate the impact of educational
interventions on promoting tolerance, diversity
appreciation, and intercultural understanding
among young people.

8. Strengthen partnerships between educational
institutions, community organizations, and
government agencies to develop comprehensive
educational initiatives that address societal
challenges related to prejudice, discrimination,
and intolerance.

Next Edition Goal (2025)

1. Encouraging the Expanding the reach and impact
of the conference by attracting a more diverse
range of participants, including scholars,
researchers, policymakers, educators, students,
and  representatives  from  civil  society
organizations.

2. Enhancing the thematic focus of the conference to
address emerging issues and challenges in
intercultural dialogue, tolerance, and cooperation,
such as the impact of globalization, technological
advancements, and social change.

3. Strengthening partnerships and collaborations
with  international organizations, academic
institutions, and government agencies to leverage
resources and expertise in promoting intercultural
understanding and cooperation.

4. Increasing the engagement and participation of
young people in the conference through dedicated
sessions, workshops, and networking
opportunities aimed at empowering the next
generation of leaders and change-makers.

5. Incorporating innovative formats and interactive
sessions into the conference program, such as
panel discussions, roundtable debates, and
experiential learning activities, to facilitate
meaningful dialogue and exchange of ideas.

6. Emphasizing the importance of research and
evidence-based practices in informing policies and
interventions aimed at promoting dialogue,
tolerance, and mutual respect among diverse
cultures and civilizations.
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I Speakers

H.E. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan

‘ Cabinet Member and Minister of Tolerance and Coexistence

Major General Ahmed
Naser Al-Raisi
President of Interpol
and the Major general
of the United Arab
Emirates’ interior
ministry.

H.E. Dr. Ali Rashid Al
Nuaimi

Member of the UAE
Federal National
Council and Chairman
of the Defense Affairs,
Interior & Foreign

Nihal Saad
Director, United
Nations Alliance of

Civilizations
< H.E Dherar Belhoul Al
) Falasi
‘ Executive Director at
Watani Al Emarat
Foundation

H.E. Shaykh Abdallah Bin Bayyah
President, Abu Dhabi Forum for Peace

H.E. Mr. Miguel Angel Moratinos
High Representative for the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations

H.E Dr. Abdullah
Belhaif Al Nuaimi
Chairman of Sharjah
Consultative Council,
Former Minister of
Climate Change and
Environment, United

H.E. Ahmed Bin
Mohamed Aljarwan
President of the Global
Council for Tolerance
and Peace

Ambassador (ret) Marc
J. Sievers.

Director of AJC Abu
Dhabi: The Sidney Lerner
Center for Arab-Jewish
Understanding

Dr. Dena Assaf
Sustainable
Development Expert
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Dr. Firas Nadeem
Habbal

Associate Professor,
International Business
President of Emirates
Scholar Research Center

H.E. Judge Mohamed
Abdel-Salam
Secretary-General of the
Muslim Council of Elders
and Co-President of
Religions for Peace.

Dr. Ibrahim Negm
Senior Advisor to
Egypt's Grand Mufti,

Dr. Fawaz Habbal
Director General of
Emirates Scholar
Research Center
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Dr. Dima Rachid Jamali
Vice- President of
Academic Affairs

Fletcher Harper
Executive Director of
Green Faith

James Patton
President and CEO
International Center for
Religion & Diplomacy

Bani Dugal

Principal Representative
of the Baha'i
International
Community

Dr. Fadi Daou
Executive Director OF
Globalethics

Einat Levi

Consultant and
Partnership
Builder,between Israel &
Morocco

Tarja Kantola

Chair of the Board of
Directors of Finn Church
Aid/FCA

Ani Zonneveld
Founder and President
of Muslims for
Progressive Values

Suparna Bhasin Cooper
Philanthropist, Director
& Co-Founder, MaiTri
Foundation

Ao\

Gidi Grinstein
Founder and President
of Reut Group and
Tikkun Olam Makers

Dr. Mustafa Saasa
Chairman and Managing
Director of Raj Group

Sarmad Khan
Founder and Managing
Director of Telos
Futures Inc.

Dr. Daniel Range
Assistant Professor of
Coventry University

Dr Juhi Gupta

Assistant Professor at
the Advanced Centre for
Women's Studies

Lulu Wang

Director of Shanghai
global investment
promotion committee
middle east and Africa

Prof. Abdul Rahim
Sabouni

President of SPAN
Management, Chartered
Professional Engineer -

Prof William Guéraiche
Associate professor at
the University of
Wollongong Dubai

Dr Mohamed Jaafari
Associate Professor,
Facilitator of
International Youth
Dialogue.

H.E. Kinana Muder
Ambassador of Sultan Al
Bohra

Dr. Mohamed Elsanousi
Executive Director of
The Network for
Religious and Traditional
Peacemakers

Dr. Noura Nasir AlKarbi
Chair of the Research
Outreach Department
Sharjah University

Rabbi Dr Naomi Kalish
Harold and Carole Wolfe
Director of the Center
for Pastoral Education
at The Jewish
Theological

Professor Andrew
Davies

Professor of Public
Religion , Director,
Edward Cadbury Centre

David Mullan
Director of First Nations
Exchange Foundation

Dr Husna Ahmad OBE
CEO Global One 2015

Huda Raphael Sievers
Researcher, Dialogue
Promoter, and Tolerance
Advocate for Arab-Jewish
Relations

Anna Pavlyuchenko
Institutional and
Member States Relations
Advisor,UNAOC
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I Agenda

20 Feb. 2024 10:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Plenary Area (TRACK A) 10:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Plenary Area (TRACK A)
OPENING CEREMONY
. UAE National Anthem
. UNAOC Official Video
Opening Speech:
. H.E. SHEIKH NAHAYAN MABARAK AL NAHYAN
. His Excellency Shaykh Abdallah Bin Bayyah
. His Excellency Mr. Miguel Angel Moratinos

Bestowal of Inaugural Edition of the International Journal of Dialogue Civilizations & Tolerance
Appreciation Award Ceremony
. Abu Dhabi Convention & Exhibition Bureau
. Award of Recognition H.E Lieutenant General Dhahi Khalfan Tamim World Initiative
in safeguarding the well-being among diverse civilizations.
. Award of Recognition Sheikh DR.Ammar Bin Nasser AlMualla
in Promoting civilizations Educatoin

20 Feb. 2024 10:30 AM - 10:50 AM

Plenary Area (TRACK A)

SESSION (1) Vision for a Tolerant Future
Keynote Speakers:
. H.E Dr. Ali Rashid Al Nuaimi
. H.E Major General Ahmed Naser Al-Raisi
. H.E Judge Mohamed Abdel-Salam
. H.E.Ahmed Bin Mohamed Aljarwan

20 Feb. 2024 11:00 AM - 12:00 AM

Plenary Area (TRACK A) 11:00 AM - 11:30 AM

SESSION (2) Leadership Perspectives on Tolerance
Discussion Title: Exploring Tolerance in Leadership: Perspectives and Discourse
Panellists:

. HE Amb. Marc ] Sievers
. HE Amb Mussie Hailu
. H.E. Kinana Muder, Gidi Grinstein

. Dr Mariam Mattar
Session Chair:

. Nihal Saad

20 Feb. 2024 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Plenary Area (TRACK A) 2:00 PM - 2:45 PM

SESSION (3) Global Perspectives on Peace and Development on Tolerance
Topic: The Impact of Ethical Leadership on Society
Speaker:
. Dr Ibrahim Negm
Discussion Title: Harmony Across Borders: Global Perspectives on Peace, Development, and Tolerance

Panellists:
. Dr. Mohamed Elsanousi
. James Patton
. Dr. Fadi Daou
. Sarmad Khan

Session Chair:
. Dr Firas Habbal
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21Feb. 2024 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Plenary Area (TRACK A) 10:30 AM - 11:15 AM

SESSION (4) Sustainable Horizons: Nurturing a Civilization for Future Generations
Topic: The role of leaders in developing tolerance

Speaker:

. H.E Dherar Belhoul Al Falasi

Discussion Title: Cultivating Sustainability: Charting the Course for a Harmonious Civilization
Panellists:

. Lulu Wang,

. Dr. Noura Al Karbi,

. Prof. Abdul Rahim Sabouni
Session Chair:

. Dr. Dena Assaf

21Feb. 2024 11:30 AM - 12:45 PM

Plenary Area (TRACK A) 11:30 AM - 12:15 PM

SESSION (5) Education and Rights on Tolerance
Topic: The impact of education in promoting tolerance and civilizations dialogue
Speaker:
. Dr. Dima Rachid Jamali
Discussion Title: Fostering Inclusivity: Education, Rights, and Tolerance in Focus
Panellists:
. Dr. Daniel Range
. Rabbi Dr. Naomi Kalish
. Bani Dugal
. Dr. Fatima Al Dahmani
Session Chair:
. Dr. Fawaz Habbal

21Feb. 2024 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Plenary Area (TRACK A) 2:00 PM - 2:45 PM

Session (6) Economic Perspectives on Tolerance
Discussion Title: Economic Harmony: Perspectives on Tolerance in a Globalized World

Panellists:

. Tarja Kantola

. Ani Zonneveld

. Dr. David Mullan

. Dr. Mohamed Jaafari

Session Chair:
. Dr. Firas Habbal
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I Agenda

21Feb. 2024 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Plenary Area (TRACK A) 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM

SESSION (7) Sustainable Development and Relations on Tolerance
Topic: Cultural Diversity & Sensitivity for Sustainable Development

Speaker:
. Dr. Mustafa Saasa
Discussion Title: Leadership Nexus: Cultivating Tolerance for a Harmonious Tomorrow
Panellists:
. William Gueraiche
. Suparna Cooper
. Fletcher Harper
. Ani Zonneveld

Session Chair:
. Anna Pavlyuchenko

22 Feb. 2024 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM

Plenary Area (TRACK A)

SESSION (8) The Role of Leaders in Cultivating Tolerance

Topic: Online Tolerance and Cyberbullying
Speaker:
. Dr. Fawaz M. Habbal

Discussion Title: Building Bridges: Tolerance in the Tapestry of Sustainable Development and Relations
Panellists:

. Dr Husna Ahmad Obe
. Dr Juhi Gupta
. Einat Levi

. Huda Raphel
Session Chair:

. Prof. Andrew Davies

22 Feb. 2024 11:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Plenary Area (TRACK A)

CLOSING CEREMONY
. UAE National Anthem

Closing Speech:
. Dr. Firas M. Habbal

President of Emirates Scholar Research Center
. Ms. Nihal Saad

Director, United Nations Alliance of Civilizations

Honoring Participants & Sponsors
. Winner 2024 Announcements - World Initiative in Global contribution in civilizations development.
. Main Sponsors and Partners Award participation
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H.E. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan
Cabinet Member and Minister of Tolerance and Coexistence

His Excellency Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan is the Minister of Tolerance and
Coexistence in the new Cabinet announced in October 2017.His Excellency Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan joined the Federal Government in 1990 and held several
government portfolios including Minister of Higher Education and Scientific
Research, and held the position of Minister of Education, and Minister of Culture and
Knowledge Development. Since November 2019, His Excellency has held the position
of Commissioner General of Expo 2020 Dubai, the first World Expo to be held in the
Middle East, Africa, and South Asia (MEASA) region. His Excellency Sheikh Nahayan
Mabarak Al Nahyan was also Chancellor of United Arab Emirates University from 1983
to 2013; Chancellor of Higher Colleges of Technology from 1988 to 2013; and President
of Zayed University from 1998 to 2013. His Excellency Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahyan received his education from the British Millfield School until the high

secondary level before joining Magdalen College at Oxford University-UK.

H.E. Shaykh Abdallah Bin Bayyah
President, Abu Dhabi Forum for Peace

Shaykh Abdullah bin Bayyah, born in 1935 in Mauritania, stands as a distinguished
authority on Islamic jurisprudence, renowned globally. Beyond his scholarly
achievements, he is a fervent advocate for peace and coexistence. In 2014, he
founded the Abu Dhabi Forum for Peace, a platform promoting dialogue and
understanding among diverse faiths. Notably, the forum gave rise to the Marrakesh
Declaration, emphasizing the protection of minorities in Muslim-majority societies.
As the Chair of the UAE Jurisprudence Council, Shaykh Abdullah actively combats
extremism, stressing the need for reasoned approaches based on orthodox Islamic
jurisprudence. His commitment to fostering a world of shared safety and
understanding has earned respect from leaders across faiths.

H.E. Mr. Miguel Angel Moratinos
High Representative for the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations

H.E. Mr. Miguel Angel Moratinos, currently the United Nations Under-Secretary-
General and High Representative for the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations
(UNAOC) since January 2019, holds a distinguished career in international relations.
Previously serving as Spain’'s Minister of Foreign Affairs, he played a pivotal role in
presiding over the UN Security Council in 2004 and chairing key international
organizations.

His diplomatic achievements include organizing the historic Middle East Peace
Conference in 1992 and fostering ties as Spain’'s Ambassador in Israel. Notably, he was
the EU Special Representative for the Middle East Peace Process, actively promoting
peace agreements.

Post-diplomatic service, Mr. Moratinos engaged in parliamentary activities and ran
for the position of Director-General of the United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO). He has been recognized for his contributions, receiving honorary
doctorates and awards. Born in 1951, Mr. Moratinos graduated in Law and Political
Sciences from the University Complutense in Madrid.
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H.E Dr. Abdullah Belhaif Al Nuaimi
Chairman of Sharjah Consultative Council, Chancellor of Emirates Scholar Center
for Research & Studies

H.E Dr. Abdullah Belhaif Al Nuaimi presently serves as the Chairman of Sharjah
Consultative Council. An accomplished Emirati engineer and politician, he assumed
this role following his tenure as the UAE Minister of Climate Change and Environment,
a position he held from July 2020. Previously, he served as the Minister of
Infrastructure Development from 2013 to 2020 and briefly as the Minister of Climate
Change and Environment in 2020-2021. With a distinguished background in
engineering, H.E Dr. Abdullah Belhaif Al Nuaimi played a pivotal role in enhancing Abu
Dhabi International Airport during his tenure as the engineering manager at the civil
aviation authority. Prior to his ministerial roles, he served as the undersecretary at
the Ministry of Public Works and later assumed the position of Minister of Public
Works in a reshuffle in March 2013. He holds key roles, including the director of Etihad
Rail and the National Transport Authority. Additionally, he contributes his expertise
as a board member of Union Railway Company, Federal Electricity and Water
Authority, and Tennis Emirates. In his current capacity as the Chairman of Sharjah
Consultative Council, H.E Dr. Abdullah Belhaif Al Nuaimi continues to contribute to
the development and governance of the Sharjah region.

Dr Firas Nadim Habbal
Associate Professor, International Business
President & Vice Chancellor of Emirates Scholar Center for Research & Studies

Dr Firas Habbal is the President of Emirates Scholar Research Center and Chief
Executive Officer of Geminos Investment Group with a strong background in
leadership, business development, and scientific research, Dr Habbal have made
significant contributions to various organizations.

His educational background includes a PhD in International Business Management
from the Georgia Institute of Technology, an MSc from the University of Canterbury.
He is also a member of International Quality Learning Institute, ARADO Science
Committee, and a certified instructor at ASQ.

Dr Fawaz Nadim Habbal
Assistant Professor, E-Government Data Analytics
Conference President & Director General of Emirates Scholar Research Center

Dr Fawaz Habbal is an Assistant Professor has a PHD in E-Government Applications
and Business Information Technologies and his main specialization is Process
Automation, Artificial Intelligence and Business Innovative Technologies. His research
interests span both Computer Applications, Artificial Intelligence in data prediction
and Data Science.

Dr Habbal have a wealth of experience in strategy, primarily within the realms of
innovation, digitalization, and information technology across various industries. He
holds the position of Founder, Research Director and Editorial in Chief at Emirates
Scholar Research Center in Dubai, UAE. He oversees a multidisciplinary research
team, directing efforts towards impactful contributions in academia. In this role, he
demands a deep understanding of research methodologies, knowledge
dissemination, and the ability to align research efforts with broader organizational
objectives.
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Major General Ahmed Naser Al-Raisi
President of Interpol and the Major general of the United Arab Emirates’
interior ministry

Major General Dr. Ahmed Naser Al Raisi currently serves as the President of Interpol
and holds the position of General Inspector of the Ministry of Interior, UAE. With a
career spanning over four decades, he joined Abu Dhabi Police in 1980 and assumed
various leadership roles, including General Director of Central Operations. Dr. Al Raisi
is recognized for his commitment to innovation, leveraging new technologies to
enhance law enforcement services. He obtained his Doctorate Degree in Policing,
Security, and Community Safety from London Metropolitan University in 2013 and
holds an MBA in Business Administration from Coventry University. His dedication has
significantly contributed to the development and efficiency of Abu Dhabi Police GHQ,
shaping it into a leading law enforcement agency.

H.E. Ahmed Bin Mohamed Aljarwan
President of the Global Council for Tolerance and Peace

H.E. Ahmed Bin Mohamed Aljarwan is the President of the Global Council for
Tolerance and Peace. He is also the President of the Union of Arab Experts. H.E
Aljarwan was a member of the Federal National Council of the United Arab Emirates
for two terms and has also served two terms as the President of the Arab Parliament.
He was appointed to various diplomatic posts in Cairo, Egypt and Washington, USA,
and has been Colonel-Engineer in the United Arab Emirates until retirement. His
educational background includes degrees in aeronautics, aeronautical engineering,
and military protocol, as well as an honorary doctorate in applied science. H.E
Aljarwan has received a number of high medals and recognitions.

H.E. Judge Mohamed Abdel-Salam
Secretary-General of the Muslim Council of Elders and Co-President of Religions
for Peace.

H.E. Judge Mohamed Abdel-Salam is the Senior Representative of His Eminence Grand
Imam of Al-Azhar, Secretary-General of the Muslim Council of Elders and Co-President
of Religions for Peace. H.E. Abdel-Salam is the first Arab Muslim to receive the medal
of Commander with a Star from the Pope. This medal is among the highest honors
awarded by the Vatican and came in recognition of his efforts to promote
interreligious dialogue and tolerance. H.E. Judge Mohamed Abdel-Salam represents
the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar on Religions for Peace ‘s highest leadership body, the
World Council.
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Nihal Saad
Director, United Nations Alliance of Civilizations

Nihal Saad is the Director of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC). She
served as Chief of Cabinet and Spokesperson for the High Representative for the
United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC). During her tenure, Ms. Saad notably
led the Organizing Committee of UNAOC Forums. Prior to this role, she served as the
Spokesperson for the 66th President of the UN General Assembly. With a
distinguished career spanning over 22 years in journalism, Ms. Saad previously held
the position of Head of the Press & Information Bureau at the Permanent Mission of
Egypt to the UN. Before relocating to New York, she served as a Senior Political
Correspondent and TV host for Egypt's TV. Ms. Saad, holding a Master's degree in TV
Journalism from the American University (Cairo) and a Diploma in Linguistics from
Ain Shams University (Cairo). She has moderated several panel discussions in
international and regional meetings. Ms. Saad has appeared on several TV shows as
acommentator on foreign affairs, incl. Larry King (CNN), Al Arabyia TV, France 24 and
Egypt's TV.

Ambassador (ret) Marc]. Sievers.
Director of AJC Abu Dhabi: The Sidney Lerner Center for Arab-Jewish
Understanding

Ambassador (ret) Marc J. Sievers, inaugural Director of AJC Abu Dhabi: The Sidney
Lerner Center for Arab-Jewish Understanding since June 2021, brings over thirty years
of diplomatic experience. Retired from the Foreign Service in November 2019, he
served as U.S. Ambassador to the Sultanate of Oman from January 2016 to November
2019. As Director of AJC Abu Dhabi, Ambassador Sievers focuses on strengthening ties
with the Arabian Gulf, advancing the Abraham Accords, and fostering connections
between the American Jewish community and the region. His extensive career
includes assignments in Egypt, Iraqg, Turkey, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, and Israel. Fluent
in Arabic and Hebrew, Ambassador Sievers held key roles in diplomatic missions
before joining AJC. He earned a BA from the University of Utah and a master’'s degree
in international relations and Middle East studies from Columbia University.
Recognized with State Department awards, he is also a non-resident senior fellow
with the Atlantic Council

H.E Dherar Belhoul Al Falasi
Executive Director at Watani Al Emarat Foundation

DHERAR BELHOUL AL FALASI - Executive Director at Watani Al Emarat Foundation -
Former National Council member - PAM Senior Adviser on Trafficking in Human
Beings - Deputy Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Sports Arbitration Center
in the United Arab Emirates - Member of the Board of Trustees of the Sports Dispute
Resolution Panel in the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf -Deputy
Chairman of the Advisory Panel in the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the
Gulf - Arab Youth Council for Integrated Development.
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Gidi Grinstein
Founder and President of Reut Group and Tikkun Olam Makers

Gidi Grinstein, Founder and President of Reut Group and Tikkun Olam Makers (TOM),
is a prominent Israeli societal entrepreneur based in New York City. He is renowned
for his leadership in TOM, a global humanitarian initiative focused on frugal
innovation for marginalized communities facing disabilities, old age, or poverty. Gidi
also leads the Reut Institute, a nonprofit specializing in research, strategy, and
leadership, which conceptualized TOM. Formerly involved in Israeli-Palestinian peace
negotiations, including the Camp David summit, Gidi's book "(In)Sights: Thirty Years
of Peacemaking in the Oslo Process” reflects his experiences. An accomplished long-
distance runner, he has completed nine marathons. Gidi is a graduate of Harvard
Kennedy School of Government and Tel-Aviv University schools of law and economics.
He resides in New York City with his wife, Betty, and five children.

Dr. Ibrahim Negm
Senior Advisor to Egypt’s Grand Mufti.

Dr. Ibrahim Negm, a distinguished scholar, and diplomatic figure with a PhD in Islamic
Studies and Christian-Muslim Relations (2005, Graduate Theological Foundation,
USA), has been associated with Dar Al-Iftaa in Cairo since 2005. Currently serving as
Senior Advisor to the Grand Mufti of Egypt, HE Dr. Shawki Allam, Dr. Negm holds key
positions, including Secretary General for Fatwa Authorities Worldwide and Chair of
the Salam Center for Extremism Studies. In addition to his academic achievements,
Dr. Negm has contributed significantly to community leadership, serving as Executive
Director of the Islamic Center of South Shore, New York (1998-2004). Fluent in Arabic
and English, he is an active member of various academic and religious associations,
embodying a rich blend of academic excellence and community engagement.

Dr. Mohamed Elsanousi
Executive Director of The Network for Religious and Traditional Peacemakers

Dr. Mohamed Elsanousi is the Executive Director of the Network for Religious and
Traditional Peacemakers, a global network that bridges grassroots peacemakers and
global players to work towards sustainable peace. Dr. Elsanousi was the director of
Community Outreach and Interfaith Relations for the Islamic Society of North
America. He also served on the Core Group Taskforce for the Department of State's
working group on Religion and Foreign Policy. Dr. Elsanousi holds a bachelor's degree
in Shariah and Law from the International Islamic University in Islamabad, Pakistan, a
Master of Laws from Indiana University, a graduate diploma in philanthropic studies
from the Indiana University Center on Philanthropy, and a Ph.D. in Law and Society
from the Indiana University School of Law.
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James Patton
President and CEO International Center for Religion & Diplomacy

James Patton, President and CEO of the International Center for Religion & Diplomacy
(ICRD), brings 25 years of experience in international development, conflict
transformation, and social reconciliation. His work spans citizen security, post-
conflict stability, extremism prevention, and education reforms. In governmental
roles, he led assessments for the U.S. Department of State and enhanced the Religion
and Conflict portfolio for USAID. As ICRD's President, James has contributed to
peacebuilding and reconciliation efforts globally, participating in influential working
groups and partnerships. A respected lecturer and author, he holds a Master of
Divinity from Harvard University and a Master of Law and Diplomacy from the
Fletcher School at Tufts University.

Sarmad Khan
Founder and Managing Director of Telos Futures Inc.

Sarmad is a seasoned international development professional with over 20 years of
experience. As the Founder and Managing Director of Telos Futures Inc., he
specializes in crafting impactful education solutions for governments, education
institutions, and the private sector. Sarmad is a recognized leader, having been
honored by the BMW Foundation as a Responsible Leader for his contributions to the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). His extensive background includes senior
positions at the United Nations, where he served as the Head of the UN RC Office in
the UAE, Senior Advisor on Planning and Partnerships, and Special Advisor on the UN's
engagement in Expo 2020, Dubai. Sarmad has also played a key role in shaping the
UN's leadership policies and programs, contributing to the organization's global
impact.

Dr. Fadi Daou
Executive Director OF Globalethics

Fadi Daou is, since January 2023, the Executive Director of Globethics, international
organization which head office is in Geneva, Switzerland, promoting ethical
leadership through higher education and global engagement. He is co-founder of
Adyan Foundation (registered in Lebanon, Iraq, France), and was its chairperson and
CEO between 2006 and 2020. He has been leading many policy dialogues in the MENA
region and internationally, fostering peace, inclusive citizenship, education, freedom
of religion and belief (FORB), and preventing hate speech and violent extremism
(PVE). Fadi Daou is also a Professor of Geopolitics of religions, and have worked in
teaching, research, and leadership positions at many universities such as the
University of Geneva (Switzerland), the University of Strasbourg (France), Saint
Joseph University (Lebanon), The Institute of Al-Mowafaga (Morocco), in addition to
being visiting professor and guest lecturer at many academic institutions and policy
events across the world.
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Dr. Dena Assaf
Sustainable Development Expert

Dr. Assaf is the United Nations Resident Coordinator for the UAE until the end of
2023 and the Deputy Commissioner-General of the UN at the EXP02020.Dena has
been with the UN for over two decades in various advisory roles, supporting the Arab
region. Her focus at the UNDP has been with United Nations Entity for Gender
Equality, Empowerment of Women, Peace Keeping and most importantly the
Sustainable Development Group. While working with UN Women, Dena spearheaded
a strategy to strengthen the economic, political and social rights of women in the
Arab region. Dena has held various academic and advisory roles in civil society. Dr.
Assaf is an engineer with additional degrees in Architecture, Urban Design and Urban
Planning.

Lulu Wang
Director of Shanghai global investment promotion committee middle east and
Africa

Lulu Wang is an economist and business specialist. She holds an economics degree
and masters of business administration from University of Oxford. She currently
works as the director of the Shanghai Global Investment Promotion Committee
Middle East and is a director of Atoll Concierge Services in the United Arab Emirates.
Lulu has advised more than one hundred Chinese companies, including Alibaba, Fosun
Investment Group, China Poly and Tencent on their international projects,
investments and expansion. She has helped facilitate more than US$3bn in outbound
investment from China in multiple sectors including manufacturing, technology,
finance and new energy prohects. She is currently appointed by Jiangsu, Shandong
and Shanghai to assist with their international expansion and relations along the Belt
and Road. Lulu is now resident in UAE and focused on helping create meaningful and
profitable relations between Chinese government and enterprise and the UAE
economy.

Dr. Noura Nasir AlKarbi
Chair of the Research Outreach Department, Sharjah University

Dr. Noura Nasser Al-Karbi is the current Head of the Department of Community
Relations for Scientific Research at the University of Sharjah. Holding a Ph.D. in
Religious Sociology with distinction from Complutense University of Madrid, Spain,
sheis also the Chair of the Gulf Studies Group at the Institute of Humanities and Social
Sciences. Dr. Al-Kaabi has extensive practical experience, serving as an Assistant
Professor in the Sociology Department at the University of Sharjah since 2022. She
has contributed significantly to social research as the Head of the Research
Department at the Supreme Council for Family Affairs for six years (2009-2014) and
as the former official representative of the UAE in the Arab Youth Council at the Arab
League from 2015 to 2020. With numerous published research papers and books, Dr.
Al-Kaabi is recognized for her contributions to tolerance, women's issues, social
policies, and community matters. Dr. Al-Kaabi holds several accolades, including the
UAE Youth Award, the Sheikh Rashid bin Humaid Award for Culture and Science, and
the Sharjah Voluntary Work Award in the Ambassador of Volunteering category
during the scholarship period in 2018. She has also been recognized as the
Ambassador of Students in Andalusia by Al-Bayan newspaper on Emirati Women's
Day.
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Prof. Abdul Rahim Sabouni
President of SPAN Management, Chartered Professional Engineer - Former
University President, UAE

Abdul Rahim Sabouni, current CEO of Span Management Consulting (SMC) and Acting
President & CEO of the Emirates College of Technology (ECT), boasts over 30 years
of experience in civil engineering and construction. He played a pivotal role in major
UAE projects such as the Sheikh Zayed Mosque and the Emirates Palace Hotel. Dr.
Sabouni, a registered professional engineer, held key positions in the UAE, including
"Building’s Design Expert” at the public works department, Abu Dhabi, and "Advisor of
Technical Affairs and Construction Projects” at Abu Dhabi Municipality. Alongside his
professional achievements, Dr. Sabouni has made significant contributions to
academia. He served as a Professor of Structural Engineering, Ex-Vice Chancellor &
CEO of Alhosn University in Abu Dhabi, Ex-President of UMS University in Dubai, and
Adjunct Research Professor at Western University, Canada.

Dr. Sabouni holds multiple professional distinctions, including being a registered
professional engineer in Ontario, Canada, a chartered construction manager from
the UK, founding president of the ACI-UAE Chapter, President of the ASCE-UAE
section, and the UAE director of the International Federation of High Rise Structures
(IFHS-UAE).

Dr. Dima Rachid Jamali
Vice- President of Academic Affairs

Dima Jamali, currently Vice President of Academic Affairs at the Canadian University
in Dubai, previously served as Dean of the College of Business Administration at the
University of Sharjah. With over 20 years in academia, her remarkable career includes
roles at the American University of Beirut, where she attained the rank of Full
Professor and received the prestigious Aspen Institute Faculty Pioneer Award in 2015.
Recognized by Forbes and Insights Success Magazine as one of the most admired
women in education in 2023, she has also been ranked among the top global scholars
in sustainability by Stanford University and listed among the top scientists in the UAE.
Notably, she founded and led the UN Global Compact Network Lebanon, working to
advance sustainability and the UN SDGs in the region. Alongside her academic
achievements, she has served as an expert consultant for the United Nations and
various projects funded by the World Bank and major private and public firms across
the Middle East, contributing significantly to social, humanitarian, and environmental
initiatives.

Dr. Daniel Range
Assistant Professor of Coventry University

Dan graduated from the London School of Economics in 2003 and has worked as an
academic Coventry University since 2007. Here he obtained an MA in Community
Cohesion Management and completed his PhD in 2021. His topic title was “The role of
Institutional Trust in intergroup contact and prejudice reduction”. With a background
in the social housing sector promoting community involvement, Dan has led on major
national reviews of social action and social interaction projects. These include
flagship projects funded by both the British Government and the EU. Ongoing EU
evaluation includes both the Exceed and ConnectMe programmes. These
programmes focus on transitioning long term unemployed residents of the West
Midlands into skills development, training and employment. Dan has co-developed
and grown an innovative and unique *micro-ethnography” based model of evaluation,
tailored to engaging with and understanding the needs of organisations and
individuals in the community, voluntary and faith sectors. This model combines
contemporary strategic approaches, including Theory of Change, with a flexible and
dynamic fieldwork methodology. Employing this model, Dan has led major evaluation
projects with the Home Office and Department of Communities and Local
Government and his work was recognised in 2018 as being central to the government
Green Paper on integration.
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Rabbi Dr Naomi Kalish
Harold and Carole Wolfe Director of the Center for Pastoral Education at The
Jewish Theological

Rabbi Naomi Kalish, Director of the Center for Pastoral Education and assistant
professor, brings a wealth of experience in clinical pastoral education from New York-
Presbyterian Hospital. Beyond teaching, she has held roles like manager of Pastoral
Care and Education at NYP, demonstrating her commitment to compassionate care.
Rabbi Kalish is also a recognized leader, having served as president of Neshama:
Association of Jewish Chaplains. Her involvement in interreligious dialogue, both as a
speaker and a founding national co-chair, showcases her dedication to promoting
understanding and unity. Rabbi Kalish holds a PhD in Education and Jewish Studies
from NYU and is certified as an educator and board-certified chaplain, reflecting her
commitment to professional.

Bani Dugal
Principal Representative of the Baha'i International Community

Ms. Bani Dugal is the Principal Representative of the Baha'i International Community
to the UN. As part of the community of international NGOs at the UN since 1994, she
is currently serving on the Steering Committee of the NGO Working Group on the
Security Council.She has served as President of the NGO Committee on Freedom of
Religion or Belief, as co-facilitator of the NGO Working Group on UN Access, co-
facilitator of the GEAR campaign (Gender Equality Architecture Reform), Chair of the
NGO Committee on the Status of Women, and Chair of the Global Forum of the NGO
Committee on UNICEF and member of the Steering Committee of the NGO
Committee on UNICEF's Working Group on Girls, Convener of the NGO Committee on
UNIFEM and Convener of the Advocates for African Food Security.Ms. Dugal holds a
Master’'s degree (LL.M) in Environmental Law from Pace University School of Law,
New York, and a law degree (LL.B) from the University of Delhi, India. She has
authored published articles, statements, and papers. Prior to relocating to the U.S. in
1988, she practiced law before the Supreme Court of India.

Dr. Mustafa Saasa
Chairman and Managing Director of Raj Group

Dr Mustafa Saasa is Prominent Indian Business Magnate, Social Philanthropist, a
Renowned Corporate Speaker, Premium Influencer, Mentor, Mindset & Leadership
Coach Certified by World's No. 1 Leadership Coach - Marshall Goldsmith. Dr. Mustafa
helps Leaders, Businessmen & CEOs to grow through from What they are Going
Through & increase their Results by Working Smarter in Today's Economy. Dr. Saasa
is continuing Business Legacy which was started 1958. He is a serial Entrepreneur
having diverse business experience globally. He is known for his CSR Work in
Education & Water. Dr. Mustafa Taherali Saasa is Chairman and Managing Director of
Raj Group of Companies, UAE. He is also Board of Directors as Chairman of Corporate
Affairs & Communications of Freehold Mediation & Information. He is Chairman of
Sell Force International LLC in Dubai & Sarrahraj Enterprise Pvt Ltd in India. Raj Group
has subsidiaries and associates in Panama, Montevideo (Uruguay), Warsaw (Poland),
Rotterdam (Holland), Istanbul.
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Dr William Guéraiche
Associate professor at the University of Wollongong Dubai (UOWD), & Director of
the Master of International Relations.

Dr. William Guéraiche is an associate professor at the University of Wollongong Dubai
(UOWD) where heis also the director of the Master of International Relations. He has
more than 70 academic publications (single-author). In his last edited volume on
traditional and non-traditional issues, Facets of Security in the United Arab Emirates,
Routledge, 2022, he explores different topics such as Cybersecurity, Demographics
and Community security, or the securitisation of the Covid 19. His last article "The
COP28 in the UAE, From Glasgow to Dubai” examined the Global Environmental
Politics (GEP) issues in the Emirates.

Suparna Bhasin Cooper
Philanthropist, Director & Co-Founder, MaiTri Foundation

Suparna Bhasin-Cooper, a dedicated advocate for mental health and Vedic practices,
is a philanthropist and inspirational speaker. Holding a master’'s in organizational
psychology from Columbia University, she co-runs the Cooper Family Office with her
husband, Peter Cooper. Together, they founded the MaiTri Foundation, focused on
addressing the youth mental health crisis and promoting individual rights and
freedom. Suparna’'s commitment to creating lasting change led her to actively
engage in charitable activities, leveraging her resources and networks globally. With
personal experience in mental health challenges, she serves on the board of the
Australian chapter of the International Association for Human Values, aiming to
address the crisis at a systemic level. As a sought-after speaker, she has shared her
insights at prestigious events like the Deepak Chopra Summit and Nexus Global
Conference, garnering media attention for her impactful philanthropic work in
Australia.

Fletcher Harper
Executive Director of Green Faith

Fletcher Harper, an Episcopal priest, is Executive Director of Green Faith, an
international interfaith environmental organization. He has developed a range of
innovative programs to make Green Faith a global leader in the religious-
environmental movement. In the past four years, he coordinated the 2015 Our Voices
campaign, which mobilized religious support globally for COP 21, led organizing of
faith communities for the People's Climate Marches in NYC and Washington DC,
helped lead the faith-based fossil fuel divestment movement, supported the launch
of the global Interfaith Rainforest Initiative, and co-founded Shine, a faith-
philanthropy-NGO campaign to end energy poverty with renewable energy by 2030.
He helps lead Green Faith's new local organizing initiative, creating multi-faith Green
Faith Circles in local communities globally. Fletcher was named an Ashoka Fellow in
2011 and is the author of Green Faith: Mobilizing God's People to Protect the Earth
(Abingdon Press, March 2015).
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Professor Andrew Davies
Professor of Public Religion, Director, Edward Cadbury Centre

Andrew Davies is Professor of Public Religion at the University of Birmingham, where
he founded and directs the Edward Cadbury Centre for the Public Understanding of
Religion. A biblical scholar by training, his interests are primarily in the impact of
sacred texts and religious belief upon policy, politics, culture and society. He is a
specialist in civic engagement and public education, and an experienced academic
project manager, who led the AHRC-funded ‘Megachurches and Social Engagement
in London' project from 2013-16, which investigated the social engagement activities
of the UK's largest churches, developed and managed the UK government's pilot
project for the professional development of religious leaders from 2019-20, and
continues to work with UK government departments to promote the understanding
of religion in policy-related contexts. He also directs the University of Birmingham's
Master of Public Administration in Faith-Based Leadership and MA in Religion, Politics
and Society programmes, and leads the Cadbury Centre's professional education
work in value-based leadership, women's leadership and issues around sustainability.

Dr Husna Ahmad OBE
CEO Global One 2015

Dr Husna Ahmad OBE is the CEO of Global One 2015 which is a faith based
International NGO focussed on women. She has recently been appointed an Associate
Professor at the Department of Arts and Law at the University of Birmingham. She is
a key Adviser of the newly inaugurated Global Muslim Business Forum GMBF. She is a
member of the Multi faith Advisory Council to the UN Inter-agency Task Force on
Religion and Development. Dr Ahmad sits on the Steering Committee of The World
Bank's Moral Imperative Initiative. She is currently a Board member of Faith for the
Climate, Palmers Green Mosque (the MCEC). She is also a member of the Women's
Faith Forum UK; and Executive committee member of Barnet Faith Forum.She is an
international speaker, author and thought leader, focusing particularly on faith,
gender and the environment. She is the Secretary General of the World Muslim
Leadership Forum and the Coordinator for the Alliance of NGOs and CSOs for South-
South Cooperation [ ANSSC] which works in collaboration with the UN office of South
South Cooperation. She was appointed an Officer of the Order of the British Empire
(OBE) in the New Year's Honours list in 2010 for her services to disadvantaged people
for work promoting social justice with disadvantaged communities.

Einat Levi
Consultant and Partnership Builder, between Israel & Morocco

Einat Levi is an entrepreneur, researcher, and strategic consultant specializing in the
relations between Israel and Morocco, cultural diplomacy, and fostering
multiculturalism in the MENA region.
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Huda Raphael Sievers
Researcher and Dialogue Promoter

Huda Raphael Sievers is a researcher and advocate for Arab-Jewish dialogue in the
Middle East. Born in Iraq, she later worked in the United States as a medical
researcher. Marrying a senior U.S. diplomat, she lived across the Middle East and
North Africa, organizing events to promote education, dialogue, and conflict
resolution. Passionate about arts and culture, she supported local talent and initiated
programs connecting American medical professionals with Middle Eastern
counterparts. Raised in Iraq's Basrah region, Huda is dedicated to sustainable
solutions in water and agriculture, especially in the Gulf region. She remains
committed to researching and spreading awareness of the Jewish community's
history and legacy of tolerance in the Middle East. Huda is multilingual, enjoys writing,
reading, singing, and storytelling.

Dr Juhi Gupta
Assistant Professor at the Advanced Centre for Women's Studies

I am currently an Assistant Professor of Women's Studies at Aligarh University, where
| teach and supervise research. Additionally, | co-direct the Cadbury Centre’'s Women
and Religion in India project. My PhD, completed in 2011 at Jamia Millia Islamia,
focused on the influence of fatwas and feminist consciousness among Muslim
women. | specialize in gender, women's issues, and marginalized communities,
organizing workshops and seminars on feminist research methodology and gender
sensitization. At Aligarh Muslim University, | serve as Nodal Officer for the MHRD's
Gender Champion Scheme and a Programme Officer of the National Service Scheme
(NSS). | have numerous publications in national and international journals, authored
amonograph titled "The Future of Indian Muslim Women: Fatwa Vs Feminism" (2012),
co-authored a reference book for the UGC NTA NET Exam in Women's Studies (2019),
and co-edited several books.
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ABSTRACT

In the digital age, online interactions have become pervasive, shaping social
dynamics and communication patterns. This research paper delves into the
multifaceted phenomena of online tolerance and cyberbullying, crucial
aspects of navigating the complexities of the digital landscape.

The introduction section sets the stage by highlighting the significance of
online tolerance and cyberbullying in digital spaces. It elucidates online
tolerance as the capacity for respectful, inclusive, and empathetic behavior,
contrasting it with cyberbullying, which encompasses various forms of
harassment and aggression via digital channels.

Types of cyberbullying are extensively explored, encompassing harassment,
flaming, trolling, impersonation, outing, doxxing, and exclusion. Each type
illustrates the diverse tactics used to inflict harm in digital environments,
shedding light on the pervasive nature of cyberbullying across online
platforms.

The impact of cyberbullying on victims is profound, spanning psychological,
academic, and social domains. Victims often experience heightened levels of
anxiety, depression, and low self-esteem, alongside academic
underperformance and social isolation. High-profile cases underscore the
severity of cyberbullying's consequences, emphasizing the urgent need for
intervention and prevention strategies.

The dichotomy between online tolerance and cyberbullying is elucidated,
emphasizing the importance of fostering digital empathy and responsible
online behavior. Constructive examples of online interactions underscore the
positive impact of promoting tolerance and empathy in shaping healthier
digital communities.

Prevention strategies are proposed, focusing on education, policy
enforcement, and community engagement. Initiatives such as educational
campaigns, strict platform policies, and bystander intervention programs are
highlighted as effective means to combat cyberbullying and promote positive
online behavior.

In conclusion, the research emphasizes the importance of prioritizing digital
empathy and fostering inclusive online environments. It calls for collective
action to address cyberbullying and promote positive change in digital
spaces. The invitation for questions encourages further dialogue and
engagement, underscoring the collaborative effort required to mitigate the
complexities of online tolerance and cyberbullying in the digital age.
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ABSTRACT

The Ministry of Tolerance of the United Arab Emirates has made significant
strides in promoting tolerance and sustainable peace both locally and
globally, setting a unique example as the only United Nations Member State
with a dedicated ministry for tolerance. To emulate this example, other
entities must adopt a strategic approach to engage with and leverage the
potential of religious actors as vital assets in promoting sustainable
tolerance. Currently, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are not on
track to be achieved, with only six years remaining. To ensure success,
strategies for SDG implementation must be reevaluated and contextualized
by allowing local governments and communities to take ownership and
mobilize flexible financial resources. Further, a concerted effort must be
made to increase inclusive engagement in policy and program development
and implementation, including religious actors, women, youth, and
marginalized groups. While recent recognition of these actors in
multilateralism spaces is noted, their engagement is essential to promote
tolerance and reach the SDGs. A robust mechanism is required to ensure
systemic change, integrating a ‘'whole of society’ approach and SDG 17 on
partnerships to strengthen collaboration between religious actors, civil
society, and government. The lack of inclusive participation and leadership
by women, youth, and marginalized groups minimizes efforts to foster
peaceful and tolerant societies. Religious communities, especially the leaders,
must ensure meaningful participation and leadership opportunities for these
groups to meaningfully participate and lead. Despite their extensive reach
and local community knowledge, resources for development among religious
actors, women, youth, and other marginalized groups remain scarce. The
funding schemes need to provide a direct channel for funds to reach the
communities, as was done in South and Southeast Asia with the European
Union funded projects, ‘Awareness with Human Action' and ‘Southeast Asia
Advancing Inter-Religious Dialogue for Freedom of Religion or Belief.’
Through strategic partnership and resource allocation, entities can
collectively strive for to actualize tangible progress in advancing sustainable
tolerance and peace.
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This study explores the profound influence of cultural exchange on global
understanding and intercultural communication. In an era characterized by
increasing globalization and interconnectedness, the significance of cross-
cultural interactions cannot be overstated. This study delves into the
multifaceted dimensions of cultural exchange, cultural integration, and
cultural continuity, emphasizing its role in fostering tolerance, empathy, and
Exchange, Cultural Integration, mutual respect among diverse communities worldwide.

Global Community,

Interconnectedness
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ABSTRACT

The Individuals constitute mankind. Mankind as a whole is only as good as the
conduct and the scruples of its individuals - an individual represents of course
a fraction of the Homo sapiens species, but each fraction is a sacred part of
the human matrix. This matrix, this template, should by nature contain a
perfect balance with all those matters that are temporal as opposed to all
those matters which are transcendent. There should be no opposition as
such, but a complementary relationship between this mundane, and the
more lofty/spiritual aspects of life. Without guidance as offered by scripture
and the wise council of others who went before us, we are unable to enjoy
life that is fully ethical and which possesses a meaningful reality, even if we
do consider that our own behaviour, and the conductibility of our own life to
be relatively normal and without blemish. This is how vain we human-beings
can actually be. Usually, only when a man (man as such) is living at his middle
age of 40 plus years, may he have the mental/emotional capacity to judge his
own behaviour with a modicum of detachment: a smidgen of reality. Women,
tend almost automatically to reach to the Heavens and its ethereal
attributes. Menfolk, generally do so, only when following much of their
personal worldly suffering. It is a different timing, a different agony for each
the other.No. Man requires guidance. In The Talmud it is stated that man is
born with the evil impulse. In Hindu Esoteric Ayurveda, it speaks of 3 types of
man, but these 3 types of man inevitably suffer the effects of their own
handicaps, and their own defects by virtue of the division of these 3 types.
No doubt, in other holy texts, Sufi/lslamic for instance, there are references
to this mysterious inimical mutability of man. What seems to be called
nowadays: a moral-compass; which is the term spread about without much
awareness, is actually mostly absent of us. Whatever, mankind generally has
the audacity to consider itself moral and just - when its judgements are
mostly determined by its culture and its habits. We, all of us are born with
the capacity to know good from evil. The problem is that we are so engrossed
within the vicissitudes that life enjoys presenting intimately to us, that we
are rarely able to experience the moments of clarity - clarity that determines
whether our actions and our behaviours are becoming, or not as the case
maybel!
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The issue of minorities has captivated the attention of modern Muslim
reformers. Whether Muslims are a minority within a non-Muslim majority or
non-Muslims are a minority in a Muslim majority country, the issue requires
more scrutiny, especially in a country like UAE where a massive non-Muslim
minority resides. My paper aims to help the authorities in their noble
endeavor to reformulate a tolerant conception of religious co-existence. a
moderate path is recommended in this endeavor in which a balance between
the preservation of an Islamic identity and the exigencies of mpdern time
plural society is imperative. The paper seeks to explore the tolerant features
of Islam and how they can apply to modern plural societies.
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ABSTRACT

The concept of the self is a highly contested topic. Social scientists are re-
exploring the conception of the self, and, also its relation to the ‘others’ in
the social and cultural contexts. It is evident that the philosophers of
different schools of thoughts have been concerned with distinct aspects of
the selfhood. The paper, by critically examining the two distinguished
positions namely, the autonomous self and the relational self, discusses an
alternative approach to understanding of the self. On analyzes, it is
conspicuous that both the positions (autonomous and relational) are pre-
occupied with the task of prioritizing one aspect over the other. For instance,
in case of the autonomous self position, autonomy is prioritized over relation;
and in case of the relational self position, relation is prioritized over
autonomy. In this sense, they both appear to be tied down to an essentialist
and binary analysis. Therefore, it turns into a debate between pro-autonomy
and pro-relationship. As both of these positions valorize one dimension as
more fundamental over another, so, they remain exclusionary, in their
respective frameworks, albeit differently. Thus, these positions turn to be an
ideal-centric in nature because their conception of the self essentially
perpetuates ‘ideal types' about the self based on their respective theoretical
positions. And the individuals who do not assent to these characterizations
may find that the selfhood models in question does not give chance to their
individuality or point of views because their views / person has already been
determined to lie outside of the autonomous / relational selfhood domains.
As an alternative to such positions, the paper explores the conception of the
self from the dialogic framework which recognizes the correlation of agency
and the interpersonal relatedness. It contends that both the autonomous and
the relational aspects of the self must be taken as the two basic human
qualities. And every individual should be given equal opportunities as well as
encouragements to adopt or to develop both of these qualities. By not
focusing on one aspect of the self over the other, the emphasis of this
selfhood construction would be on evolving the conceptual tools for working
towards the non binary and non exclusionary framework concerning the self.
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ABSTRACT

In an era dominated by digital communication, this study explores the pivotal
role of digital media in fostering dialogue between civilizations and promoting
tolerance. The accelerated growth of technology has significantly altered the
landscape of global interactions, providing a platform for diverse voices to
engage in meaningful conversations. This paper examines the impact of
digital media on the consolidation of principles that underpin dialogue
between civilizations, emphasizing the potential for enhanced understanding
and collaboration. Moreover, the study investigates how digital platforms
contribute to the cultivation of tolerance by facilitating exposure to different
perspectives and fostering a sense of interconnectedness. Through a
comprehensive analysis of relevant literature and case studies, this research
seeks to illuminate the multifaceted ways in which digital media acts as a
catalyst for promoting cross-cultural dialogue and fostering a more inclusive
and tolerant global society. The findings of this study have implications for
scholars, policymakers, and practitioners seeking to leverage digital media for
the advancement of mutual understanding and harmony among diverse
civilizations.
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ABSTRACT

The present paper aims to exhibit the benefit of intercultural
educational courses in enhancing University students' global
understanding, tolerance, and inclusive social engagement. The paper
displays the academic description, objectives, and implementation of
the practices of the intercultural educational courses. The courses are
inserted as major modules in undergraduate college studies. The case
study analyzed within this experiment relates to the module entitled
*Intercultural Communication”, which is part of a program that runs
over three years entitled *Applied Languages in Culture” at Cadi Ayyad
University, Marrakech, Morocco. The paper analyses quantitatively
and qualitatively the attitudes and performances of undergraduate
students having trained in how to succeed in communication in
extreme intercultural contexts where different religions, traditions,
and beliefs are encountered. Homework tasks, tests, exams, cultural
exchange, and student-oriented surveys are analyzed and studied. The
results produced by the immersion of intercultural courses in the
university academic programs reveal that the graduated students
succeed not only in being well integrated in their own cultural
community but also in raising their chances of being hired in touristic
companies where people from different cultures meet and interact.
Such is the case of the graduates in intercultural communication
taking place in Marrakech, which is a highly renowned touristic city.
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ABSTRACT

Education is a catalyst for promoting inclusive mindsets and inclusive
societies. For parent education programs to be successful, it is necessary to
understand how to successfully recruit fathers and mothers to the programs
and how to prevent attrition across multiple sessions. In Study 1, a total of
894 parents in the UAE responded to an online, anonymous survey to share
their perspectives on early childhood development training. The findings of
this study will be shared including reported preferences about the types and
values of items that should be offered as potential incentives or adequate
compensation for parents to engage in training. In Study 2, preliminary
findings from a pilot 6-session parent education program will be shared
including social validity data as well as the reported levels of stress, well-
being, morale, self-efficacy, and parenting behaviors of eight Arabic-speaking
mothers of children of determination in Abu Dhabi. The potential implications
of these findings will be outlined, including a discussion on future research
and design of efficacious parent education practices.
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ABSTRACT

Objective of the study: This study aims to understand and analyze digital
learning transformations and changes in the educational environment in the
age of technology. To monitor the significant impacts that have developed in
the field of technology on learning and teaching processes, and how to
integrate these transformations into digital learning environments.
Importance of the study: This study is of great importance in understanding
how digital transformation affects the development and existence of learning
and teaching environments, and how educational processes and motivation
can be improved to achieve outstanding performance in this new context.
Approach: The study adopted an analytical approach to examine in detail the
changes in digital learning and their effects on the educational environment.
Data was collected through a questionnaire distributed to the faculty at Al
Bayan University and Heir al-Anbiya University. (122) responses were
distributed. Most important conclusions: 1. ICT has had a positive impact on
improving the quality of and access to education. 2. Effective integration of
technology into learning processes requires continuous development of the
infrastructure and provision of appropriate training for teachers. Most
important recommendations: 1. Investing in technological infrastructure to
ensure the provision of effective digital learning environments. 2.
Encouraging research and innovation in the field of learning technology to
ensure sustained and sustainable development.
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ABSTRACT

Strengthening societal norms of tolerance is a matter of high priority for many
policy makers, as numerous areas are witnessing increasing signs of social
cleavage, unrest, and turmoil. The importance of tolerance is well recognized
in the United Nations Organization and the multilateral system more broadly.
Yet experience shows that tolerant societies emerge only to the degree that
conscious efforts to promote the values, qualities, and attitudes needed to
sustain them. In this paper | examine the ethical and philosophical foundations
of the notion of tolerance through analysis of the landmark Declaration of
Principles on Tolerance, developed by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). | then explore the critical role
to be played by education, particularly moral and values-based education, in
building tolerant and inclusive societies. This exploration is grounded in
analysis of grassroots efforts undertaken by the worldwide Baha'i community,
including the specific examples of the Sistema de Aprendizaje Tutorial (Tutorial
Learning System) undertaken across Latin America, and a network of
development organizations dedicated to the establishment of community
schools across Africa, Asia, and the Pacific. These case studies suggest that, in
addition to being a desired end in its own right, tolerance is a necessary
prerequisite and instrumental means of bringing about a variety of other
desired social conditions, particularly freely chosen unity and impartial justice.
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ABSTRACT

Structural inequality and the subsequent negative outcomes of it for
marginalized and minoritized populations is a common problem facing
mankind. People across the world suffer negative life outcomes as a result of
disparities in wealth, resources and access to services and provision. This
paper builds on the concept of dialogic spatiality to enhance the
understanding, and harnessing, of participant trust in faith spaces as vehicle
for addressing structural inequalities. The trust that participants place in the
institutions and individuals facilitating dialogue is an under-researched factor
and one which impacts both participation in it and the final outcomes of it.
The findings of this research are drawn from studies of faith-based social
action programmes in the United Kingdom. These aimed to address
structural inequalities around either health or integration for communities
which have been traditionally termed as “hard to reach”. Findings show that
participant perceptions around the shared values of faith organisations, the
hyper-local locations of faith spaces and pre-existing social and community
networks are all key factors participants trusting and engaging with
interventions in faith spaces in a way that they would not do in secular or
statutory spaces. This paper makes an important contribution to academic
knowledge and dialogical practice by using frameworks of organisational and
interpersonal trust to further understanding why minoritized groups choose
to or not to engage in dialogue. Practical recommendations are made as to
how best plan meaningful dialogue to engage fully with minoritized people
who are at risk of exclusion and structural inequality.
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ABSTRACT

Being one of the most diverse regions in the world, and a home to majoritarian rule of
Islam, Christianity and Buddhism, Southeast Asia region is blessed with the diversity of
its culture, ethnicity, language, religion and beliefs. While those diversities are to be
celebrated, they have also been identified as one of the key factors of the region’s
susceptibility to conflicts. Further, the region also has a long history and present
dealings with various of forms of human rights violations and atrocities. Nurturing the
rights to Freedom of Religion or Belief (FORB), tolerance and pluralism are key for the
diversities to flourish. It is also an instrumental enabler of longevity of peace, stability
and harmonious society. A number of studies have suggested that denying the right to
FoRB, tolerance and pluralism is associated with higher levels of social conflicts or social
hostilities. Countries that impose restrictions on FoRB, and have lack of tolerance and
pluralism would accordingly record widespread violence related to religion or belief.
The paper will outline the contemporary challenges to FoRB, tolerance and pluralism in
Southeast Asia, which includes widespread violations of rights on the grounds of
religion or belief in a number of countries in the region, including in Muslim, Christian
and Buddhist majority countries. Alongside with these phenomena, the region has also
faced the challenges of radicalisation and violent extremism, which were exemplified by
terrorist attacks in the region since the early 2000s. Further, the rise of identity politics
remains an issue especially ahead of elections in some countries in the region, where
lines of race and religion are clearly drawn and resorted to as narratives to secure and
preserve political power. This often induces tensions, and at times violence. Other
challenges include the proliferation of hate speech online and offline, some of which
have evolved into hate crimes and physical violence, for instance against the Rohingya
minorities. The paper will also identify some existing initiatives from the various
stakeholders in the region, notably ASEAN and its Associated Entity and Sectoral Bodies,
namely the ASEAN Institute for Peace and Reconciliation, and in the context of
countering radicalisation and violent extremism through the works of the relevant
ASEAN bodies and organ under the ASEAN Political Security Community and ASEAN
Socio-Cultural Community. The paper will look into the existing works and/or advocacy
of Inter-parliamentary and parliamentarians’ groupings, namely ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly and ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights in nurturing
FoRB, tolerance and pluralism. The paper will then outline the roles of Youth in
reinforcing grassroots approach to address those challenges, including by (i) involving
youth in advocacies related to FoRB, tolerance, pluralism and anti-hate speech; (ii)
reinvigorating the ASEAN Youth Inter-Faith Camps which were held twice in 2018 and
2019; (iii) identifying and mobilising youth actions to further implement the ASEAN Plan
of Action to Prevent and Counter the Rise of Radicalisation and Violent Extremism (PoA
PCRVE) (2018-2025); and (iv) mainstreaming youth in the implementation of ASEAN
Culture of Prevention for a peaceful, inclusive, resilient and harmonious society.
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ABSTRACT

This research deals with the issue of water and its relationship to society in
the Moroccan oases, specifically the Farkala oasis in the Errachidia region, as
a topic that has attracted the attention of many local and international
researchers (Berque, 1962, Hamouda, 2021; Bencherifa, 1990...). This work of
socio-anthropological dimensions enabled us to transcend the natural water
element with a tangible physical dimension to water in its symbolic and
cultural form. That is those social and cultural dimensions that he carries by
focusing on the images of his presence in the daily life of the local inhabitants
of the Farkala oasis, which differ for several historical, cultural, and ethnic
considerations, and sometimes even due to the context of their presence or
their temporal determinants. Through our fieldwork, it was found that the
interactive relationship between water and society contributes to the
production and reproduction of socio-cultural manifestations in the oasis, and
makes people weave close relationships with water and with scarcity. It is then
a journey of transition from natural water to water culture; Which is present
in the minds and representations of the oasis local communities, through a
set of linguistic interactions, social practices, rituals, customs, and traditions.
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ABSTRACT

The widespread adoption of pedagogical digitalization and its integration into
teaching practices has been proposed in response to the global health crisis
triggered by the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic. This suggestion, aimed at
ensuring inclusivity and equal opportunities among learners, has profoundly
influenced education. In 2021, the Moroccan Minister of National Education
for Preschool and Sport announced a significant step forward by launching
the digital classroom project, combining distance and face-to-face learning
models with digital tools to guarantee the continuity of educational systems
in Moroccan institutions. The project specifically aims to strengthen the
learning of science subjects (Mathematics, Life and Earth Sciences, and
Physics) to secure ongoing education in the face of potential future
disruptions. This digital pedagogical revolution has emerged as a highly
suitable learning method for diverse social groups (such as people with
disabilities and refugees) and various challenging circumstances (natural
disasters, wars, pandemics...). The research outlined in this context seeks to
assess the impact of combining the use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) and
digital classrooms on the performance of science subjects in the Rabat Sale
Kenitra region, providing insights into the evolving educational landscape.
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ABSTRACT

Islamic The nub of this essay is that all our certitudes are illusory. But first,
let me explain certitude, an uncommon word. It means holding absolute
certainty about a notion, which, though one may believe that conviction to
be the result of an intellectual process, is actually a feeling generated by our
subjectivities - our formative and environmental circumstances - consistent
with and reinforced by them. For instance, if we are financially secure, we
may believe utterly that stealing is wrong, a moral consistent with the
preservation of our wealth and comfort; whereas those who are starving may
be less convinced. In short, certitude is a rigid sense that no other view is
arguable. Certainty is also a firm conviction about an issue, but may be
reached after logical reasoning, without any involvement of emotion. For
example, once we accept the premises that All men are mortal and Charles is
a man, we conclude with certainty that Charles is mortal; but we probably
aren’'t emotionally invested in that result. The availability of certainty in any
enquiry depends much on the subject-matter and the methodology
employed. Closed systems, like law and engineering, where accepted
definitions and principles abound and deductive logic can be readily applied,
offer a degree of certainty of conclusion on issues within the field. But with
open topics, such as ethics, human rights, social behavior, politics and culture,
both certainty and certitude about conclusions are unavailable. (The one
exception is when those conclusions are dictated by religious belief, a
situation which stands outside this discussion.) To say that certainty is
unavailable is not to suggest that we should not hold firm opinions; merely
that we should recognise that others may have contrary views for reasons no
less arguable than our own. Why is certainty not achievable in respect of
open topics? Because subjectivity enters the reasoning process, because
language is ambiguous, especially when we address concepts themselves
created by language, because truth is an abstract concept, and because of
the limitations of the “tools”, such as logic, which we use for reasoning. If we
rid ourselves of unjustified certitudes and certainties, what might follow?
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ABSTRACT

Islamic Granada influences in the palaces of the 19th century AD "Madrid City
as a model” Dr. Hossam Al-Abbady This study investigates the influence of the
incident Spanish architectural styles associated with different human
civilizations, ancient Egyptian, Roman and Islamic styles, focusing on modern
palaces in Madrid city. This research also postulates the beginning of the
modern artistic identity of the Spanish society. The modern architecture style
is recognized after a period of denial and disregard and appeared in the form
of a material statement by the then ruling Bourbon family in their royal
palaces, compared to the Al-Hamra palaces of Bani Nasr. The technique that
is used in building such palaces aims to imitate the elite and those who are
close to the statesmen. This social class built their residence and palaces in
the manner of what their kings did, and then the Grenadians style became
part of the Spanish artistic identity. The Al-Hamra palaces with their wall
decorations , geometric | floral, calligraphic which was called by
contemporaries in the nineteenth century the modern Arabic style and some
called it the modern Mudéjar. By tracing the samples and remains of the royal
palaces and the palaces of statesmen through pictures and paintings that
recorded and preserved the components of these artistic palaces, we clarified
the extent of the direct impact of the Alhambra, which is an example of the
Grenadians artistic style. The adopted research methodology is an eclectic
approach, a descriptive and analytical approach to trace the contemporary
historical writings of the nineteenth century AD, in addition to a pictorial
study of old photographs of the defunct Madrid palaces, which were
preserved for us by the records of the Spanish heritage committees. The data
analysis reveals the architectural resembles in various architectural aspects
of the selected buildings. These aspects include thee ceilings and decorative
calligraphies. These aspects demonstrate the influence of incident Spanish
architectural style on the selected modern buildings in Madrid.
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ABSTRACT

In the dynamic political landscape of religiously dominated countries, the link between
religion and the state is ever-evolving. Understanding these nuances is crucial if the
international community is to support positive change in these nations. For instance,
the Sub-saharan countries; especially Nigeria, where the population is almost evenly
divided between Christianity and Islam. Faith is therefore of crucial spiritual and
cultural significance to millions of people across the region. Currently, most nations;
especially around the Lake-chad, and indeed, Nigeria are facing large- scale religious,
ethnic, political and economic challenges. Intense religious debates around these
challenges have led to negative rhetoric, hate speech, discrimination are manifest in
escalating tensions and conflicts. History has demonstrated again and again how easy
it is for religious leaders and the interfaith community to become inextricably caught
up in religious, political, and territorial disputes. However, experts have realized that in
most cases religions have been negatively used to justify these criminal atrocities. We
have seen several instances of faith leaders grooming radicals and violent extremist
youths to perpetrate these crimes in the name of religion. The religious moderation is
not new, but many have continuously jettisoned its importance in building cohesion
among the people. Hence, religious moderates engaged in politics have actively
provided peaceful and conciliatory solutions to safeguard communities from the
militants and radicals. This paper will, however, focus on exploring the trajectory of
moderation in reducing religious bigotry, hate and discrimination along inter/intra
religious divides, and, enhance tolerance and acceptance of others. It further
recommends concepts and initiatives that could help exacerbate the importance of the
discussion to galvanize partnership support to design and implement a programme of
action to promote “religious moderation™” in the Sub-saharan region and other parts of
the world. This would not only enhance inter-religious understanding, collaboration
and peaceful coexistence among religious groups and communities, but creates a
peaceful atmosphere for political landscape and sustainable economic development,
which is the major essence of Religion. RECOMMENDATIONS Galvanize support and
partnership Seek best practices from successful implementations Design projects and
programmes of intervention Share our ongoing projects - the establishment of the
“International Centre for Religious Moderation™ (ICRM) in Nigeria. SUMMARY AND
CONCLUSION We envision that since we are committed to ensuring that religion plays
a pivotal role in achieving global peace and development, discussion around
“Moderation” is highly sought to promote its agenda of building the needed nexus
between religion and development; especially in the Sub-saharan region of Africa.
NAME: Imam Abdulkareem Majemu SHEFIU ORGANIZATION: Strength in Diversity
Development Centre, Nigeria & Interfaith Dialogue Forum for Peace in Nigeria
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ABSTRACT

In a world ever more interconnected, the "Harmony in Diversity" research
attempts to tackle the crucial link between cultural understanding, tolerance,
and critical global issues. Central discussion in this research is the question of
how cultural diversity can contribute to environmental sustainability and
climate action. By examining the relationship between cultural understanding
and crucial environmental concerns, the research spotlights the critical role
cultural diversity plays in promoting sustainable practices. The ultimate goal is
to cultivate a global sense of understanding, empathy, and respect for different
perspectives, ultimately fostering harmony in the face of climate change.
Furthermore, the research highlights the importance of academic
collaboration in addressing shared global challenges. By providing a platform
for research and exchange of ideas, the research aims to encourage
partnerships that contribute to global peace and understanding. "Harmony in
Diversity” idea aspires to move beyond traditional academic discourse,
inspiring actionable initiatives that bridge cultures, promote tolerance, and
contribute to a more sustainable and peaceful global future.
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ABSTRACT

Since the Jews left Morocco, there has been a growing lack of knowledge and
amnesia about how Jewish life in Morocco used to be. The numbers speak for
themselves - in 1947, there were more than 270,000 Jews living in Morocco;
today, there are only around 1,500 Jews remaining. After leaving their
homeland, they dispersed around the world, with families separated, and
communities losing their core structure and communal spaces. The fading
of Jewish life from Morocco threatens part of its cultural diversity and its
unique example as a Muslim-Jewish coexistence. This challenge is the
motivation behind "The Moroccan Jewish Story in 360,” a digital project that
combines documenting communities on Facebook and virtual tours of Jewish
heritage sites in Morocco. Through a digital collective memory recalling
model, the communities of Casablanca, Marrakech, Fes, Essaouira, Rabat,
Meknes, and others work together to preserve the essence of Jewish
communal life in Morocco and bring it back to their present lives. Digital
communities emerge as means to reconstruct disappearing communities
and transform a personal sense of longing into a cross-border collective
action that can preserve diversity and multiculturalism in our region and
beyond.
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ABSTRACT

This paper considers some key contributions of women to leadership roles in
Indian politics and public life throughout history. In identifying specific
contributions that might be seen as distinctive of women's experiences,
perspectives and insights, we offer a panoramic view of the evolution of the
multifaceted dimensions of women's influence in the political sphere. From the
context of the vibrant and dynamic cultural tapestry of the Indian
subcontinent, we then reflect upon the unique characteristics and skills that
women leaders bring to the forefront, emphasizing their indispensable role in
fostering harmonious and inclusive societies around the world. Furthermore,
in line with the conference theme of tolerance and dialogue, this paper also
considers the pivotal role and distinctive perspective of women leaders in
conflict resolution and consensus-building. Drawing parallels and comparisons
between leadership styles that are considered by the scholarly literature to be
distinctively ‘male’ or ‘female’, our research underscores the unique
contribution and transformative potential of women leaders in redefining
conventional paradigms of governance. Our analysis not only sheds light on
the challenges India's women leaders faced, but also highlights their resilience
and their contributions towards creating a more tolerant and inclusive society,
seeking to learn lessons from their experience which can be applied more
widely. The paper not only serves as a reflective analysis of the past, therefore,
but also as a catalyst for future conversations on the pivotal role of women
leaders in promoting tolerance, cohesion, dialogue and constructive
coexistence worldwide.
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ABSTRACT

Oftentimes the values of a society are expressed through various forms of
that society's culture, whether that be cuisine, language, textiles, music,
dance, the arts or religion. In order to address harmful cultural attitudes and
practices, including the prejudice so often associated with “the othering™ of
those across society, it is important to personalize the message of inclusivity
and to do so emotionally by moving the heart. The phrase "music is a
universal message” offers us insight into what makes humans unique and
power that is associated with our creativity, and how we chose to express
that creativity. This presentation will feature scientific evidence of the role
that music has in healing individuals and communities, with a particular
emphasis on the connection of the brain and the heart. Alongside this
scientific evidence, personal anecdotes taken directly from the life of the
speaker, a human rights activist and Grammy Award winning songwriter will
demonstrate the effectiveness of music and songs as a tool for changing the
mind through the heart. It is hoped that this presentation will expand
individuals' understanding of the utility of music in advancing dialogue,
human rights, and the recognition of each other's humanity.
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ABSTRACT

This paper will examine the role of women in promoting peace through
leadership in the climate justice space; through building an inclusive climate
movement to tackle the triple planetary crisis facing the globe. Studies
reflect that marginalised populations are disproportionately affected by
climate change and environmental degradation, particularly indigenous
communities and women, despite contributing the least to climate
catastrophe. Women are among the 32.6 million climate migrants and
refugees each year, who are in turn, at risk of experiencing gender-based
violence. Standing at the frontlines of the triple planetary crisis, women are
ideally placed to take up leadership roles within efforts toward achieving
climate justice and a sustainable future. Women serve as primary caregivers,
often responsible for providing food and water security, sustaining families
and households in climate-affected regions. They are the first guardians and
caretakers of our youth, possessing the necessary emotional depth,
compassion, and maternal instinct to promote the values underpinning
climate justice, which at its core, advocate for the sustenance of Mother
Earth through an empathetic lens. Women, at the helm of community
development and holistic wellbeing, are integral to building peaceful global
communities through forming compassionate networks of changemakers,
leaders and entrepreneurs adopting sustainable livelihood approaches.
Following a conference on *Women, Religion and Climate Change, working
together to move faster on climate change” which took place at Wilton Park
in the UK in September 2023, an official report of findings and
recommendations was produced, highlighting the real-life experiences,
opportunities, and challenges within this arena. This report will serve as a key
case study for this paper, drawing on discussions and focus groups among
the diverse multi-lateral participants, influencers, and faith leaders present at
this event. This paper will consider emerging approaches related to female
leadership including the capability approach, the whole community approach,
and the Islamic concept of Maslaha [Maslaha is an Arabic word, which means
public interest]. These approaches also promote peaceful and sustainable
societies and communities.
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ABSTRACT

Sheikh Abdullah Ibn Kathir Wathila ibn Al-Asqga’ said, "O Messenger of Allah, is it part of
tribalism that a man loves his people?” The Prophet (PBUH) said: “No, rather it is
tribalism that he supports his people in wrongdoing.” In a time that is described with
various and esoteric academic terms like extreme polarization, devolution into social
and political tribalism characterized by absolutisms and authoritarianism, and zero-sum
existentialist oppositionalism, there is a desperate need to rebuild a safe middle ground
for divided communities to simply rehumanize one another through encounter,
communication, and respect. We are in a period where optimism for growing human
prosperity, whether in economic and development gains, rights and freedoms, or
political and social participation, seems to have given way to increased rhetoric of group
conflict. And, while faith remains a constant in the lives of the vast majority of the
human population, religious groups are not immune to these pressures, and in some
cases are cracking under the strain or opting for ideological conflict. Some faithful seek
to solve shared problems while others feel righteous frustration that propels them
toward mistrust, anger, and hatred. But a diverse world will only provide for broad and
mutual benefit across difference when religion functions as a powerful motivator for
compassion and care, rather than a driver of violence. Only a tiny minority - albeit a
very vocal one - sees their faith as encouraging them to harm others. Most religious
believers, like most people, seek stability and security, and the liberty to worship as they
wish. And the key to such acceptance and freedom is to offer the same to others. As a
sacred Hadith in the Islamic tradition states, the Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) was
asked, "Who, O Messenger of Allah (is not a believer)?” He replied: "One whose neighbor
does not feel safe from his evil.” The International Center for Religion & Diplomacy
(ICRD), leveraging 25 years of work across the globe to bridge religious considerations
with the global peacebuilding policy and practice, has turned significant focus to
addressing increased threats to social stability in one of the most visible pluralist
democracies in the world: the United States. In a time when there is increased pressure
to define our loyalties in opposition to those who do not agree or “belong”, and where
politics and media reinforce simplified and inflexible ideas of identity, what tools can
we employ to increase mutual understanding, rebuild community across difference,
and strengthen pluralist institutions? In my talk, | will explore the paradoxical but
powerful role of religious faith and belief to encourage pluralism and strengthen and
protect diversity in society. | will draw on ICRD’s experience to promote the religious
values that expand inquiry over inflexibility, encourage humble aspiration over
absolutist righteousness, and empower persuasion over coercion. Ironically, the key to
changing people’'s minds may be by listening, rather than arguing, and the power of
diverse religious beliefs may hold the key to lifting up the common virtues of respect
and mutual care that point the way to a more stable future.
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ABSTRACT

The learning experiences we deliver in higher education fundamentally shape
the minds, hearts, and actions of the younger generation, serving as the
cornerstone for preparing them to become the architects of a more
sustainable and tolerant world. In this critical context, Learning Experience
Design (LXD) has emerged as a pivotal pedagogical approach, essential for
preparing students to navigate the complexities of the 21st century and
contemporary civilization with an informed, tolerant, and globally aware
perspective. LXD applies user-centered design principles to create
educational programs that are not only effective and engaging but also
deeply empathetic. LXD prioritizes understanding and addressing the
emotional and experiential needs of students, ensuring that learning is not
just about knowledge acquisition but about fostering deep connections to the
material, to each other, and to the global challenges we face. Integral to
realizing this vision is aligning LXD with the principles of Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD), a UNESCO initiative that empowers learners
with the knowledge, skills, values, and attitudes essential for promoting a
sustainable future emphasizing the importance of living in harmony with the
Earth and with one another. It advocates for an education that encourages
understanding, respect, and appreciation for diversity, cultural differences,
and the value of peaceful coexistence, directly contributing to the cultivation
of tolerance. This research aims to synthesize the principles of LXD with the
goals of ESD, proposing a forward-looking model for designing and
developing the learning experiences of the future. By doing so, we endeavor
to outline how educational institutions can create a holistic learning
ecosystem that not only educates students about pressing sustainability
challenges but also shapes them into individuals who value tolerance,
empathy, and proactive engagement with the world. The ultimate goal is to
offer a blueprint for higher education that prepares students to thrive and
lead in a complex, multicultural global environment, thus making a significant
contribution to the sustainable development and harmony of our planet.
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ABSTRACT

Sustainability is not easy and usually misunderstood. It is not just about
reducing our impact but about changing the way we think, work, behave and
support each other and in addition the world we live in. If it is all about
"economics” then becoming sustainable is difficult. The presentation and my
contribution to the "dialogue of Civilization and Tolerance” is about how to
build, support and implement a more sustainable world for our future
generations.
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ABSTRACT

In this day and age, societies are disrupted, and their order is unraveled at an
unprecedented pace due to accelerating technological and societal change.
Millions of people and countless communities are faced with hitherto
unknown and complex conditions, on a breathtaking scale. This reality
requires creating more societal knowledge, faster than ever before. Such
knowledge-creation will be significantly enhanced if it relies on civilizational
dialogue and shared wisdom across religious, national, ethnic, and political
lines. This article points to a surprisingly inspiring story in contending with
such challenges - which is the biblical story about the gladiatorial clash in
ancient Egypt between Pharaoh, the demi-god representing polytheism and
ancient Egypt's caste-based society; and Moses, the teacher-leader of the
enslaved Hebrews, representing monotheism and the ethos of natural
universal human rights. That clash was a turning point in human history
because the victory of monotheism over idolatry allowed for the inception
and evolution of constitutional and legal systems that were based on the
notion of fundamental equality among all humans. Moses is one of the most
influential historical figures in human history, whose legacy continues to
inspire billions of Muslims, Christians, Jews, and others. The issues that
underlie his bout with Pharaoh - justice vs. idolatry, equality vs. privilege, and
freedom vs. bondage - continue to challenge and shape our modern societies.
Therefore, Moses's outlook remains the cornerstone of any modern
worldview that embraces diversity and advances tolerance.
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ABSTRACT

This paper explores the influence of tolerance on investment, beyond traditional limits to embrace
diverse cultures, norms, and business models. Tolerance drives growth, encouraging an open
mindset and adaptability to change. By examining various contexts, including the dynamic business
landscape, it shows how tolerance supports long-term growth and development. Drawing parallels
between the breakdown of geographical barriers in communication and the exchange of business
value, we explore how tolerance opens doors to opportunities, choices, and new ideas. Case studies
from the gaming industry and the UAE's experience with raffles illustrate the quantifiable impact of
tolerance on transparency, job creation, diversity, and economic development. Introduction:
Tolerance, defined as acceptance and respect for diverse norms and cultures, has an important role
in adopting an open mindset for growth and development. Rooted in sociology and economics,
theories such as cultural relativism and globalization show the benefits of tolerance in cross-border
interactions and economic growth. The paper explores how tolerance affects investment beyond
industry boundaries, suggesting the need for longitudinal studies to assess its long-term effects.
Tolerance in investment: Emirates Draw is s a good example of how tolerance can positively
influence investment outcomes, by offering a product portfolio that caters to a global audience,
resulting in increased profitability and sustainability to the UAE. Tolerance in Business: Changing
Perspectives: This section explores the role of tolerance in unconventional business models and
industries. It claims that while traditional approaches may be trusted, accepting change is crucial to
navigate the fast-growing global landscape. The Borderless Exchange of Business Value: Examining
parallels with the borderless communication facilitated by the internet, this section explains how
tolerance facilitates instant, global exchanges of business value. It highlights the opportunities and
choices created by this exchange, citing examples from the gaming industry and digital commerce.
Case Study 1: The Rise of Gaming as a Global Business: This case study explores how the acceptance
of digital commerce and new gaming ideas has transformed the gaming industry into one of the
fastest-growing businesses globally. PUBG and Fortnite are examples, to illustrate how tolerance
creates opportunities, fuels innovation, beyond geographical borders. The gaming world symbolizes
the principles of open innovation (Chesbrough, 2003), where developers, irrespective of
geographical boundaries, collaborate, share ideas, and contribute to the evolution of gaming
narratives and technologies. This cross-cultural exchange exemplifies the positive impact of
tolerance on the innovative landscape of the gaming industry. Case Study 2: Tolerance and the
Progress of Raffles in the UAE: Reflecting on the UAE's raffle draw experience; this case study
showcases how tolerance coupled with strategic consultancy encourages economic development
by seizing innovative opportunities. The paper traces the origins of these activities to the Dubai
Shopping Festival when it launched, highlighting how a simple opportunity grew into a thriving
industry. Measuring the impact requires consulting to evaluate each raffle’s scale and potential,
revealing its broader effects on transparency, employment, diversity, and more. Tolerance in Social
Responsibility: In this part, we look at how tolerance plays out in CSR efforts, benefiting the
community and society at large.
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ABSTRACT

The recent past has been marked by an increasing pivot away from
multilateralism towards national interest and bilateral agreements. While
most of the world has turned away from multilateralism, the People’s
Republic of China has launched several ambitious international projects,
including the Belt and Road Initiative. This paper considers how and why
China would dedicate itself to such international outlook when it continues
to fight internal pressure for growth and addressing the first stages of
socialist development. The paper proposes that the answer lies not in any
grand ideology, but in socialist materialism, a cycle of action and review
which places emphasis on taking steps toward a goal, even where those steps
may not be fully formulated.

EMIRATES i
SCHOLAR @J"f‘v'_- L8



A
2 @/ (|
g ),

b ”/ Civilizations & Tolerance
Z S Conference

Dl()ld ABU DHABI - 2024

UAE Tolerance Framework as a Base for Coexistence
in a Multicultural Society

Aleksandra Brankovic
Aleksandra@kctaraba.com

Founder of 1st Serbian Cultural Center Taraba in the UAE &

ME

ARTICLE INFO

Published on 4™ March 2024
doi: 10.54878/djq3h237

KEYWORDS

tolerance, inclusive society, ministry
of tolerance and coexistence,
United Arab Emirates

HOW TO CITE

UAE Tolerance Framework as a
Base for Coexistence in a
Multicultural Society. (2024). Tst
International Conference on the
Dialogue of Civilization and
Tolerance, 1(1).
https.z/doi.org/10.54878/djq3n237

© 2024 Emirates Scholar Research
Center

ABSTRACT

The foundational elements of a tolerance ecosystem encompass policy
formulation, educational initiatives, and collaborative partnerships. It
underscores the pivotal role of the Ministry of Tolerance and Coexistence in
orchestrating systemic efforts towards fostering societal transformation. By
synergistically leveraging governmental mandates, educational interventions,
and multi-stakeholder collaborations, societies aspire towards realizing a
more inclusive and harmonious social order anchored in the ethos of
tolerance. This study used an exploratory qualitative research method with
interviews. The qualitative data were analyzed using the Braun & Clarke (2006)
six-phase framework for thematic analysis. Based on the previous literature
findings and the findings from the conducted interviews that we discussed
above, the framework has been proposed with 3 main categories for the
tolerance ecosystem: policies and strategic plan, promotional content, and
partners ( stakeholders ) collaboration, which all empower tolerance directly
influencing quality of life and building an inclusive society
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ABSTRACT

In an era marked by an increasing appreciation for diversity and inclusion as
cornerstones of societal advancement, economic prosperity, and global
harmony, the role of academia is more critical than ever. Emerging research
underscores the tangible benefits of strategic diversity management,
revealing a direct correlation between diverse academic environments and
enhanced organizational innovation and performance. Such practices are
pivotal for creating an inclusive, equitable, and dynamic academic landscape,
aligning with global efforts to promote societal progress and tolerance. Yet,
the implementation of strategic diversity management within higher
education presents significant challenges. Beyond aligning diversity policies
with institutional objectives, it requires a comprehensive approach to
overcome resistance, secure resources, and foster campus-wide cultural
competency. Moreover, integrating these values into the core of academic
and administrative practices demands continuous refinement and evaluation.
Universities face the task of balancing these initiatives with internal
capabilities and external expectations. This complex scenario underscores the
importance of strategic planning, committed leadership, and the
engagement of the entire academic community to effectively realize the
potential of diversity initiative. This article investigates the approaches
undertaken by the University of Europe for Applied Sciences (UE) within the
framework of the 'Charta der Vielfalt’, highlighting the challenges and
strategies in integrating diversity and inclusion principles into academic
settings. The analysis examines the impact of these initiatives on UE's
organizational effectiveness and the enrichment of the educational
experience, aiming to equip students with the competencies necessary for
global citizenship. The analysis seeks to provide insights into the practical
application of strategic diversity management, presenting UE's experience as
a reflective model for other higher education institutions pursuing similar
objectives. This exploration contributes to the academic discourse on
diversity in higher education, offering evidence-based strategies to overcome
common barriers and achieve meaningful integration of diversity and
inclusion principles.
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ABSTRACT

Reviewing the different important aspects of medical education at that time
and drawing similarities with the current modern trends. Summary of results:
Great emphasis on the importance of communication skills, ethics, licensing
and attitudes towards patients and basis of research. One example, of many,
mentioned in the presentation, is that the first licensing process was
established in Baghdad during the Caliph Almuqgtadar reign at the end of the
10th century. Conclusions: Many of the current trends in medical education
basis where laid down many centuries back by the so called Hakeem, an Arabic
word meaning the wise, knowledgeable and experienced chief physician. Take-
home messages: Our ancestors have played a major role in setting up the
current trends and practice in medical education.
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This paper presents the results of a narrative driven qualitative investigation
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tolerance. Critiques on civilisation run parallel to actor network theory
critiques, mirroring the call for peace with both humanity and environment
through a system reflecting LaTour's Parliament of Things. Critiques of
) oL tolerance reveal strong post-colonial narratives, which when considered in line
Analysis, Qualitative Research ; . . .
Method, Civilisation and Tolerance, with the earlier post-structuralist threads of analysis, challenge the taxonomy
Civilisation, Tolerance and classification necessary in the generation of tolerance. The paper
concludes with a reconsideration of civilisation and tolerance as a construct,
suggesting that a useful path may properly lie in the conjunctive ‘and’, rather
HOW TO CITE than the civilisation and tolerance in and of themselves.
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